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Funeral prices show modest area increase 
 
Service 2023 average price Change since 2020 Price range      
Standard funeral $6,485 + 8.74% $3,625–$10,010 
Immediate burial $3,197 + 3.26% $1,195–$5,195 
Direct cremation $1,889 + 7.15% $710-$3,790 
 
 
Price charged by 114 funeral homes included 

This survey of prices charged by 114 area funeral homes was compiled by FCA-GKC volunteers from the general 
price lists (GPLs) that the Federal Trade Commission requires funeral homes to provide to consumers. The listing is 
available online at funeralskc.org. To request printed copies, email fca.gkc@gmail.com or call 816-561-6322. 
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Wide range of prices 
The prices charged by each of the 114 area funeral 

homes for the three basic funeral types appear inside. 
They reflect a wide range among providers. For instance, 
the highest immediate-burial price is $5,195, four times 
higher than the lowest in the chart. The highest direct 
cremation is five time higher than the lowest. The highest 
standard funeral is 2.8 times higher than the lowest. 

Not appearing in the detailed chart inside are the 
individual prices funeral homes charge for services such 
as embalming, transporting the body, visitation, vehicle 
rental, etc. Those prices can be found on the general price 
lists that funeral homes are required to provide when 
asked. The area-wide averages for each of the services 
appear below. “Basic services,” the largest price on the 
list, is the amount funeral providers charge for the 
expenses of their facilities and overhead. □ 
  
Area average prices for specific services 
 
Basic services $2,375 
Embalming $888 
Transporting the body $493 
Visitation $458 
Funeral service $587 
Hearse $475 
Limousine $391 
Graveside service $462 
Body preparation $356 
 

Standard funeral 
The elements of standard funerals leading to burial 

include embalming, a visitation, and a funeral service. The 
$6,485 average price does not include a casket or cemetery 
costs, which could easily add $4,000 or more to the total. 
Although a standard funeral was once the choice of most 
families, now the majority choose less-costly options. 
 
Immediate burial 

At an average of $3,197, this option shaves $3,288 from 
the standard funeral average by eliminating embalming, a 
visitation, and a funeral service. However, immediate burial 
still requires a cemetery’s additional expense. The average 
price does not include a casket. 
  
Direct cremation 

With an average price of $1,889, direct cremation is the 
least-costly method of body disposal.  It involves taking the 
body to a funeral home or crematory, placing it in a container 
of fiberboard or cardboard, cremating it, and returning the 
ashes to the family. No embalming, visitation, or service is 
involved unless families choose to add them to the cost. The 
crematory fee should be included in the price. Check with the 
provider to be sure that it is. 

Cremation is now the choice of most families. Cemeteries 
sell niches in columbaria walls for ashes. Names and dates 
are inscribed on covers and recorded in the cemetery’s 
records. Some families scatter the ashes in meaningful places 
or keep them for memorial services later. The chief 
disadvantage of cremation is its negative effect on the 
environment because of the large amount of energy 
consumed in the process. 
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